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(57) ABSTRACT

A hard disk drive (HDD) top cover removal tool includes a
nest assembly, a clamp, a guide plate, and a purge and vacuum
assembly (PAVA). The nest assembly secures an HDD and
rotates it from a first to a second position. The clamp presses
against a top cover of the HDD such that the top cover main-
tains contact with a hard drive body of the HDD. A hole
defined in the guide plate is aligned with a screw location of
the top cover and the hard drive body, and receives a screw
driver for removing a screw fastening the top cover to the hard
drive body. The PAVA purges and evacuates particles from the
screw location of the top cover and the hard drive body of the
HDD in the second position. The clamp releases the top cover.
The PAVA removes the released top cover from the hard drive
body.

8 Claims, 13 Drawing Sheets
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1
HARD DISK DRIVE TOP COVER REMOVAL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional of, and claims priority to,
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/207,295, filed on Aug. 10,
2011, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,863,372, which claims priority
from provisional U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 61/388,
526, filed on Sep. 30, 2010, all of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to manufacturing
and assembly equipment and, in particular, relates to hard
disk drive top cover removal.

BACKGROUND

A top cover may be removed from a hard disk drive in order
to repair or replace parts contained in the hard disk drive.
Removing the top cover may entail removal of screws fasten-
ing the top cover to a hard drive body of the hard disk drive
prior to removal of the top cover. However, screw removal
may contaminate the hard disk drive because particles may be
generated as a result of abrasive contact between the screws
and a screw driver used to remove the screws. These particles
may be displaced onto the media of the hard disk drive during
the screw removal and top cover removal process, causing
contamination of the hard disk drive. It is therefore advanta-
geous to minimize the amount of particles that may contami-
nate the hard disk drive during the top cover removal process.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide further understanding of the subject technology and are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification,
illustrate aspects of the subject technology and together with
the description serve to explain the principles of the subject
technology.

FIG.1 illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive top
cover removal tool, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIG. 2 illustrates a method for removing a top cover of a
hard disk drive, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive top
cover removal tool in which a clamp is pressed against a top
cover, in accordance with various aspects of the subject tech-
nology.

FIG. 4A illustrates a cross-sectional view of a screw used to
fasten a top cover to a hard drive body.

FIG. 4B illustrates a cross-sectional view of a screw as the
screw is removed from a hard drive body.

FIG. 4C illustrates a cross-sectional view of a screw used to
fasten a top cover to a hard drive body with pressure applied
to the top cover, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIG. 4D illustrates a cross-sectional view of a screw as the
screw is removed from a hard drive body with pressure
applied to the top cover, in accordance with various aspects of
the subject technology.

FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive top
cover removal tool in which a guide plate is positioned over a
top cover, in accordance with various aspects of the subject
technology.
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FIG. 6 illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive top
cover removal tool in which a guide plate is no longer posi-
tioned over a top cover, in accordance with various aspects of
the subject technology.

FIG. 7 illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive top
cover removal tool in which a nest assembly rotates a hard
disk drive from a first position to a second position, in accor-
dance with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 8A illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive
top cover removal tool in which a purge and vacuum assembly
engages a top cover to purge and evacuate particles, in accor-
dance with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 8B illustrates a top cover engaging side of a purge and
vacuum assembly, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate cross-sectional views of a
vacuum tube, in accordance with various aspects of the sub-
ject technology.

FIG. 10 illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive
top cover removal tool in which a clamp releases a top cover,
in accordance with various aspects of the subject technology.

FIG. 11 illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive
top cover removal tool in which a purge and vacuum assembly
removes atop cover, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology.

FIG. 12 illustrates a perspective view of a hard disk drive
top cover removal tool in which a nest assembly rotates a hard
drive body to a first position, in accordance with various
aspects of the subject technology.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth to provide a full understanding of the
subject technology. It will be apparent, however, to one ordi-
narily skilled in the art that the subject technology may be
practiced without some of these specific details. In certain
instances, well-known structures and techniques have not
been shown in detail so as not to obscure the subject technol-
ogy.
FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of hard disk drive top
cover removal tool 10, in accordance with various aspects of
the subject technology. Hard disk drive top cover removal tool
10 may be used to remove top cover 20 of hard disk drive 16
from hard drive body 22 and to minimize the amount of
particles that may contaminate hard disk drive 16 during
removal of top cover 20. In some aspects, hard disk drive top
cover removal tool 10 comprises main body 12, nest assembly
14 rotatably attached to main body 12, clamp 18 coupled to
nest assembly 14, guide plate 24, and purge and vacuum
assembly 30.

FIG. 2 illustrates method 200 for removing top cover 20 of
hard disk drive 16, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology. In an initialization step at the “Start” of
method 200, nest assembly 14 is exposed to allow hard disk
drive 16 to be secured in nest assembly 14. According to step
S202 of method 200, hard disk drive 16 is secured in nest
assembly 14, as shown in FIG. 1. In some aspects, nest assem-
bly 14 comprises datum feature 38 that engages hard disk
drive 16 for positioning hard disk drive 16 in nest assembly
14.

After hard disk drive 16 is secured in nest assembly 14,
clamp 18 is pressed against top cover 20 such that top cover
20 maintains contact with hard drive body 22, according to
step S204. For example, FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view
of hard disk drive top cover removal tool 10 in which clamp
18 is pressed against top cover 20, in accordance with various
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aspects of the subject technology. Clamp 18 comprises clamp
body 42 coupled to nest assembly 14. Clamp 18 also com-
prises one or more brackets 40 attached to clamp body 42 and
is configured to press against top cover 20. Clamp 18 also
comprises an actuator (not shown) coupled to brackets 40. In
some aspects, the actuator is configured to move brackets 40
from a non-engaging configuration to an engaging configu-
ration and vice versa. In some aspects, brackets 40 are not
engaged with top cover 20 in the non-engaging configuration.
In some aspects, brackets 40 press against top cover 20 in the
engaging configuration, as shown in FIG. 3.

According to various aspects of the subject technology, it is
advantageous to press clamp 18 against top cover 20 such that
top cover 20 maintains contact with hard drive body 22.
Doing so may ensure that particles generated as a result of
removing a screw fastening top cover 20 to hard drive body 22
at screw location 50 (e.g., shown in FIG. 1 and located
beneath hole 27 defined in bracket 40 in FIG. 3) do not
become displaced into an interior of hard disk drive 16, which
may contaminate the media of hard disk drive 16. For
example, FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate a scenario in which
clamp 18 is not pressed against top cover 20 as screw 28,
which fastens top cover 20 to hard drive body 22, is removed.
FIG. 4A illustrates a cross-sectional view of screw 28 used to
fasten top cover 20 to hard drive body 22. FIG. 4B illustrates
a cross-sectional view of screw 28 as screw 28 is removed. As
shown in FIG. 4B, top cover 20 may deflect away from hard
drive body 22 as screw 28 is removed such that gap 54
between top cover 20 and hard drive body 22 is created. Thus,
interior 52 of hard disk drive 16 is exposed to particles 46
generated as a result of abrasive contact between screw 28 and
a screw driver used to remove screw 28. Particles 46 may be
displaced onto the media of hard disk drive 16 and cause
contamination.

In contrast, FIGS. 4C and 4D illustrate a scenario in which
clamp 18 is pressed against top cover 20 as screw 28 is
removed, in accordance with various aspects of the subject
technology. Pressure 48 represents the pressure that clamp 18
applies against top cover 20. As screw 28 is removed, top
cover 20 maintains contact with hard drive body 22 because
of pressure 48 being applied against top cover 20. Thus,
particles 46 generated as a result of abrasive contact between
screw 28 and the screw driver during the screw removal
process are not displaced into interior 52 ofhard disk drive 16,
as shown in FIG. 4D.

After clamp 18 is pressed against top cover 20, screw 28
may be removed, according to step S206 of FIG. 2. In some
aspects, guide plate 24 is used to facilitate removal of screw
28. FIG. Sillustrates a perspective view of hard disk drive top
cover removal tool 10 in which guide plate 24 is positioned
over top cover 20, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology. Guide plate 24 is slidably mounted on
main body 12 and is configured to slide toward nest assembly
14 and be positioned with respect to top cover 20 such that
hole 26 defined in guide plate 24 is aligned with both hole 27
ofbracket 40 and screw location 50. Thus, hole 26 and hole 27
are configured to receive the screw driver used for removing
screw 28. In some aspects a bushing of a non-metallic mate-
rial may be inserted into hole 26 so that the screw driver does
not directly contact guide plate 24, thereby avoiding abrasive
metal-to-metal contact between guide plate 24 and the screw
driver. In some aspects, a bushing may also be inserted into
hole 27. In some aspects, bracket 40 may be shaped such that
bracket 40 does not cover screw location 50 when bracket 40
is pressed against top cover 20. In such a scenario, hole 26 of
guide plate may be aligned directly with screw location 50 so
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that hole 26 may receive the screw driver for removing screw
28. In some aspects, hard disk drive top cover removal tool 10
comprises the screw driver.

After screw 28 is removed, guide plate 24 may slide away
from nest assembly 14. FIG. 6 illustrates a perspective view of
hard disk drive top cover removal tool 10 in which guide plate
24 is no longer positioned over top cover 20, in accordance
with various aspects of the subject technology.

After guide plate 24 is no longer positioned over top cover
20, nest assembly 14 may rotate hard disk drive 16 to various
positions to reduce the likelihood that particles 46 are dis-
placed into interior 52 ofhard disk drive 16. For example, nest
assembly 14 may rotate hard disk drive 16 from a first position
to a second position, according to step S208 of FIG. 2. Hard
disk drive 16 is in the first position as shown in FIG. 6. In this
case, hard disk drive 16 is in an upward facing position. FIG.
7 illustrates a perspective view of hard disk drive top cover
removal tool 10 in which nest assembly 14 rotates hard disk
drive 16 to the second position, in accordance with various
aspects of the subject technology. In some aspects, the second
position is perpendicular to the first position. Thus, as shown
in FIG. 7, hard disk drive 16 is in a sideways facing position.
By rotating hard disk drive 16 to the sideways facing position,
the likelihood of particles 46 being displaced into interior 52
is reduced because particles 46 will tend to be displaced
toward the ground due to the force of gravity rather than being
displaced toward interior 52. In some aspects, nest assembly
14 may be configured to rotate hard disk drive 16 up to 90
degrees from the first position to the second position, or even
greater than 90 degrees provided that doing so may reduce the
likelihood that particles 46 are displaced into interior 52. In
some aspects, screw 28 may be removed after hard disk drive
16 has been rotated to the second position.

According to various aspects of the subject technology,
main body 12 comprises shaft 44. Nest assembly 14 is
mounted on shaft 44. A motor (not shown) is configured to
rotate shaft 44 to rotate hard disk drive 16 secured in nest
assembly 14 from the first position to the second position.

After hard disk drive 16 is rotated to the second position,
purge and vacuum assembly 30 may be used to purge and
evacuate particles 46 from screw location 50, according to
step S210 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 8A illustrates a perspective view of hard disk drive top
cover removal tool 10 in which purge and vacuum assembly
10 engages top cover 20 to purge and evacuate particles 46, in
accordance with various aspects of the subject technology. In
some aspects, purge and vacuum assembly 30 is slidably
mounted on main body 12. Purge and vacuum assembly 30 is
configured to slide toward nest assembly 14 to engage top
cover 20, as shown in FIG. 8A. FIG. 8B illustrates a top cover
20 engaging side of purge and vacuum assembly 30, in accor-
dance with various aspects of the subject technology. Purge
and vacuum assembly 30 comprises one or more grippers 36
configured to grip top cover 20. For example, each gripper 36
comprises a suction cup configured to apply suction to top
cover 20 for gripping top cover 20 when purge and vacuum
assembly engages top cover 20. According to certain aspects,
purge and vacuum assembly also comprises one or more
vacuum tubes 32 used to purge and evacuate particles 46
when purge and vacuum assembly 30 engages top cover 20.

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate cross-sectional views of
vacuum tube 32, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology. Vacuum tube 32 is configured to encap-
sulate screw location 50 when purge and vacuum assembly 30
engages top cover 20. Purge and vacuum assembly 30 further
comprises air purge nozzle 34 extending into vacuum tube 32.
In some aspects, purge and vacuum assembly 30 is configured
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to dislodge particles 46 when pulses of compressed gas are
applied to screw location 50 by a compressed gas source (not
shown) via air purge nozzle 34 and to evacuate particles 46
from vacuum tube 32 when a vacuum is applied to vacuum
tube 32 by a vacuum source (not shown). Although purge and
vacuum assembly 30 is shown as purging and evacuating
particles 46 after hard disk drive 16 is rotated to the second
position, purge and vacuum assembly 30 may also engage top
cover 20 and purge and evacuate particles 46 before hard disk
drive 16 is rotated to the second position.

After particles 46 are purged and evacuated, top cover 20 is
released, according to step S212 of FIG. 2. FIG. 10 illustrates
a perspective view of hard disk drive top cover removal tool
10 in which clamp 18 releases top cover 20, in accordance
with various aspects of the subject technology. In some
aspects, the actuator coupled to brackets 40 is configured to
move each bracket 40 from the engaging configuration to the
non-engaging configuration, as shown in FIG. 10, when hard
disk drive 16 is in the second position for releasing top cover
20. In some aspects, purge and vacuum assembly 30 may
purge and evacuate particles 46 at the same time and/or after
top cover 20 is released.

Aftertop cover 20 is released, top cover 20 is removed from
hard drive body 22, according to step S214 of FIG. 2. FIG. 11
illustrates a perspective view of hard disk drive top cover
removal tool 10 in which purge and vacuum assembly 30
removes top cover 20, in accordance with various aspects of
the subject technology. In some aspects, top cover 20 is
removed from hard drive body 22 when gripper 36 grips top
cover 20, and purge and vacuum assembly 30 slides away
from nest assembly 14, thereby removing the gripped top
cover 20 from hard drive body 22.

Once top cover 20 is removed, nest assembly 14 may rotate
hard drive body 22 back to the first position. FIG. 12 illus-
trates a perspective view of hard disk drive top cover removal
tool 10 in which nest assembly 14 rotates hard drive body 22
to the first position, in accordance with various aspects of the
subject technology. In some aspects, by implementing
method 200, top cover 20 can be removed and particles 46 can
be prevented from contaminating the media of hard disk drive
16.

The foregoing description is provided to enable a person
skilled in the art to practice the various configurations
described herein. While the subject technology has been par-
ticularly described with reference to the various figures and
configurations, it should be understood that these are for
illustration purposes only and should not be taken as limiting
the scope of the subject technology.

There may be many other ways to implement the subject
technology. Various functions and elements described herein
may be partitioned differently from those shown without
departing from the scope of the subject technology. Various
modifications to these configurations will be readily apparent
to those skilled in the art, and generic principles defined
herein may be applied to other configurations. Thus, many
changes and modifications may be made to the subject tech-
nology, by one having ordinary skill in the art, without depart-
ing from the scope of the subject technology.

It is understood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps
in the processes disclosed is an illustration of exemplary
approaches. Based upon design preferences, it is understood
that the specific order or hierarchy of steps in the processes
may be rearranged. Some of the steps may be performed
simultaneously. The accompanying method claims present
elements of the various steps in a sample order, and are not
meant to be limited to the specific order or hierarchy pre-
sented.
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Terms such as “top,” “bottom,” “front,” “rear” and the like
as used in this disclosure should be understood as referring to
an arbitrary frame of reference, rather than to the ordinary
gravitational frame of reference. Thus, a top surface, a bottom
surface, a front surface, and a rear surface may extend
upwardly, downwardly, diagonally, or horizontally in a gravi-
tational frame of reference.

A phrase such as an “aspect” does not imply that such
aspect is essential to the subject technology or that such
aspect applies to all configurations of the subject technology.
A disclosure relating to an aspect may apply to all configu-
rations, or one or more configurations. A phrase such as an
aspect may refer to one or more aspects and vice versa. A
phrase such as an “embodiment” does not imply that such
embodiment is essential to the subject technology or that such
embodiment applies to all configurations of the subject tech-
nology. A disclosure relating to an embodiment may apply to
all embodiments, or one or more embodiments. A phrase such
an embodiment may refer to one or more embodiments and
vice versa.

Furthermore, to the extent that the term “include,” “have,”
or the like is used in the description or the claims, such term
is intended to be inclusive in a manner similar to the term
“comprise” as “comprise” is interpreted when employed as a
transitional word in a claim.

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean “serving as
an example, instance, or illustration” Any embodiment
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be con-
strued as preferred or advantageous over other embodiments.

A reference to an element in the singular is not intended to
mean “one and only one” unless specifically stated, but rather
“one or more.” The term “some” refers to one or more. All
structural and functional equivalents to the elements of the
various configurations described throughout this disclosure
that are known or later come to be known to those of ordinary
skill in the art are expressly incorporated herein by reference
and intended to be encompassed by the subject technology.
Moreover, nothing disclosed herein is intended to be dedi-
cated to the public regardless of whether such disclosure is
explicitly recited in the above description.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for removing a top cover of a hard disk drive,
the method comprising:

securing a hard disk drive in a nest assembly;

pressing a clamp coupled to the nest assembly against a top

cover of the secured hard disk drive such that the top
cover maintains contact with a hard drive body of the
hard disk drive;

removing a screw fastening the top cover to the hard drive

body at a screw location of the top cover and the hard
drive body;
rotating the secured hard disk drive from a first position to
a second position;

purging and evacuating, with a purge and vacuum assem-
bly, particles from the screw location of the pressed top
cover and the hard drive body of the hard disk drive in the
second position;

releasing the top cover; and

removing, with the purge and vacuum assembly, the

released top cover from the hard drive body.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the purge and vacuum
assembly is slidably mounted on the main body, and wherein
purging and evacuating the particles comprises:

sliding the purge and vacuum assembly toward the nest

assembly to engage the top cover;
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encapsulating, with a vacuum tube of the purge and
vacuum assembly, the screw location when the purge
and vacuum assembly engages the top cover;

applying, with a vacuum source, a vacuum to the vacuum

tube;

applying, with a compressed gas source, pulses of com-

pressed gas to the screw location via an air purge nozzle
extending into the vacuum tube to dislodge the particles,
wherein the vacuum is applied to evacuate the particles
from the vacuum tube;

gripping, with a gripper of the purge and vacuum assembly,

the top cover; and

sliding the purge and vacuum assembly away from the nest

assembly to remove the gripped top cover from the hard
drive body.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein gripping the top cover
comprises applying suction, with a suction cup, to the top
cover.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein removing the screw
comprises:

sliding a guide plate toward the nest assembly to be posi-

tioned with respect to the pressed top cover of the hard
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disk drive in the first position such that a hole defined in
the guide plate is aligned with the screw location; and

receiving a screw driver through the hole for removing the
screw with the screw driver.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the nest assembly
rotates the secured hard disk drive up to 90 degrees from the
first position to the second position.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising engaging,
with a datum feature of the nest assembly, the hard disk drive
for positioning the hard disk drive in the nest assembly.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein pressing the clamp
against the top cover comprises moving, with an actuator
coupled to a bracket of the clamp, the bracket from a first
configuration to a second configuration, wherein the bracket
is not engaged with the top cover in the first configuration, and
wherein the bracket pressed against the top cover in the sec-
ond configuration.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein releasing the top cover
comprises moving, with the actuator, the bracket from the
second configuration to the first configuration when the hard
disk drive is in the second position.
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